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Kerjasama pulihara HSKLU diperhebat

Kuala Lumpur: Kementerian Te-
naga dan Sumber Asli (KeTSA)
sudah mengarahkan Jabatan Per-
hutanan Semenanjung Malaysia
serta Jabatan Mineral dan Geo-
sains memberi kerjasama mem-
bantu Kkerajaan Selangor untuk
memelihara dan memulihkan ka-
wasan Hutan Simpan Kuala La-
ngat Utara (HSKLU).

Menterinya, Datuk Seri Taki-
yuddin Hassan, berkata ia bagi
memastikan fungsi hutan paya
gambut itu memberi perkhidma-
tan ekosistem yang sentiasa ter-
pelihara, selain bagi mencegah
kebakaran.

Katanya, kementerian juga me-
ngalu-alukan pembabitan semua

pihak, termasuk pertubuhan bu-
kan kerajaan (NGO) dan komu-
niti setempat untuk memulihkan
hutan simpan itu.

“Kita menyambut baik kepu-
tusan kerajaan Selangor meng-
hentikan cadangan pelan pem-
bangunan ke atas kawasan HSK-
LU seluas 536.7 hektar yang di-
nyahwartakan baru-baru ini, se-
kali gus akan memulakan proses
pewartaan semula sebahagian
besar kawasan terbabit sebagai
Hutan Simpanan Kekal (HSK).

“KeTSA juga menyambut baik
keputusan kerajaan negeri un-
tuk mengekalkan status kawasan
gantian seluas 579.64 hektar yang
diwartakan sebagai HSK, iaitu

Hutan Simpan Sungai Panjang,
Hutan Simpan Buloh Telor Barat,
Hutan Simpan Buloh Telor Ti-
mur dan Hutan Simpan Broga.

“Ja bertepatan hasrat kerajaan
untuk memastikan sekurang-ku-
rangnya 50 peratus keluasan ta-
nah negara dilitupi kawasan ber-
hutan selaras komitmen dinya-
takan pada peringkat antara-
bangsa,” katanya dalam satu ke-
nyataan, semalam.

Pada 8 September lalu, kera-
jaan Selangor memutuskan un-
tuk menghentikan cadangan pe-
lan pembangunan ke atas HSKLU
dan membatalkan pemberimili-
kan tanah kepada syarikat yang
terbabit.

Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari, dilaporkan ber-
kata keputusan itu dibuat me-
lalui Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan
Selangor, dengan beberapa per-
kara berhubung HSKLU turut di-
tetapkan.

Antaranya, 42 hektar akan ke-
kal dinyahwarta bagi melengkap-
kan pemberimilikan tanah ke-
pada Kampung Orang Asli Busut
Baru untuk menyelesaikan isu
yang tertangguh sejak 2006.

Kerajaan Selangor turut me-
negaskan segala proses penyah-
wartaan sebelum ini mematuhi
segala prosedur dan tatacara di-
nyatakan mengikut lunas un-
dang-undang.
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KDEBWM sumbang enam leach bin

Tong sampah
berkapasiti 1,100 liter
itu bernilai RM 1,700

setiap satu unit

Oleh ASYRAF MUHAMMAD

SUBANG JAYA

umpulan
Darul Ehsan
Berhad Waste
Management
(KDEBWM)  Sdn  Bhd
mengambil tindakan segera
menggantikan enam buah
tong sampah jenis leach bin
di Pangsapuri PJIS7/15 yang
usang dan rosak teruk.
Pengarah Urusannya,
Ramli Mohd Tahir berkata,
pihaknya mengambil tindakan
berkenaan selepas mendapat
maklumat mengenai keadaan
leach bin di kawasan tersebut
menerusi  Ahli  Dewan

Undangan Negeri (ADUN)
Subang Jaya, MthgIlL Ng Mei
Sze.

Menurutnya, menerusi
sumbangan itu, pihaknya ber-
harap agar sistem pengurusan
sampah domestik di pangsapuri
berkenaan dapat dilaksanakan
dengan lancar selepas ini.

“Ini bukan kali pertama Kita .

beri sumbangan sebegini kerana
pihak kami kerap turun padang
meninjau lokasi-lokasi yang me-
merlukan sumbangan seperti
tong sampah,” katanya kepada
pemberita selepas turun padang
bagi penyerahan tong sampah
tersebut di Pangsapuri PIS7/15
di sini pada Rabu.

Hadir sama
nyempurnakan majlis
penyerahan tersebut ialah
Michelle bersama Wakil
Penduduk Pangsapuri PJS7/15,
L. Baranitharan.

Mengulas lanjut, Ramli ber-
kata, tong sampah berkenaan
berkapasiti 1,100 liter dan ber-
nilai RM1,700 bagi setiap satu

bagi me-

Ramli (dua dari
kiri) dan
Michalle (kiri)
selepas

penyerahan
leach bin di

unit.

“Saya berharap agar pen-
duduk dapat menggunakan dan
menjaga tong ini dengan sebaik-
nya demi kemudahan semua,”
katanya.

*Dalam perkembangan ber-
kaitan, Ramli berkata, seluruh
kakitangan KDEBWM berjum-

lah 10,500 orang telah menerima
vaksin Covid-19.

Tambah Ramli, pihak
KDEBWM turut berbesar hati
dengan bantuan yang diberikan
Michelle bulan lalu yang meng-
gunakan peruntukan Kuota vak-
sin menerusi Program Vaksin
Selangor (SelVAX) untuk di-

berikan kepada 250 krew
KDEBWM di Subang Jaya.

“Pihak kami sangat ber-
besar hati dengan inisiatif
yang diambil itu bagi mem-
bantu kakitangan KDEBWM |
mendapatkan  vaksin |
Covid-19 secepat mungkin,”
kata beliau.
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Kekal pendirian ECRL
melalui jajaran selatan

la sejajar dengan pendirian
o
mahu membangunkan zon
selatan negeri Selangor
o | @

Oleh MOHD IZZATUL IZUAN TAHIR

SHAH ALAM

erajaan  Selangor masih

berpendirian Bahagian C

pembinaan projek Laluan

Rel Pantai Timur (ECRL)
perlu kekal melalui jajaran selatan ter-
masuk di kawasan Kuala Langat iaitu
di bahagian selatan negeri itu.

Exco Kerajaan Tempatan dan
Pengangkutan Awam Selangor, Ng Sze
Han berkata, melalui sesi libat urus
dengan pemilik projek iaitu Malaysia
Rail Link Sdn Bhd (MRL) sebelum ini,
kerajaan negeri juga tidak pernah mem-
beri sebarang kata putus untuk ber-
setuju dengan cadangan pembinaan
ECRL melalui jajaran utara.

Menurutnya, pendirian itu sejajar
dengan pelan pembangunan ekonomi
negeri termasuk beberapa perancangan

jangka masa sederhana dan

panjang pihak berkuasa
tempatan (PBT) di kawasan
tersebut untuk membangun-
kan zon selatan negeri
Selangor.

“Antaranya, Majlis
Perbandaran Sepang (MPSp)
yang telah memasukkan ele-
men pembinaan dan peng-
gunaan ECRL dalam
Rancangan Tempatan 2025
MPSp.

“Persediaan yang sama juga sedang
dilakukan PBT lain untuk memudahcara-
kan pembinaan ECRL melalui jajaran
selatan iaitu pelan yang sebelumnya telah
dipersetujui oleh kerajaan negeri dan ke-
rajaan Persekutuan pada tahun 2019,”
katanya dalam satu kenyataan pada Rabu.

Justeru, katanya, kerajaan negeri me-
nafikan laporan sebuah portal berita ber-
hubung penjajaran laluan semasa ECRL
tidak melintasi Hutan Simpan Kuala
Langat Utara (HSKLU), selain meng-
anggap laporan itu tidak tepat.

Sze Han memberitahu, melalui pe-
rancangan yang rapi dan menyeluruh,
pengoperasian ECRL di kawasan selatan

itu pastinya akan memberi
lebih limpahan ekonomi ke-
pada rakyat, seterusnya me-
nyumbang kepada pem-
bangunan mampan negeri.

Tegas beliau, kerajaan
negeri telah membuat ke-
tetapan bahawa pembinaan
rel kereta api ECRL tidak
boleh melalui kawasan utara
sejak projek itu dilancarkan

. pada 2017.

“Disebabkan itu, tiada langsung ke-
lulusan yang diberikan untuk pembinaan
rel di kawasan berkenaan.

“Sebaliknya, kelulusan pembinaan
telah diberikan kepada pihak MRL pada
tahun 2020 melalui jajaran selatan,” kata-
nya.

Tegas beliau lagi, pihak MRL me-
lalui satu kenyataan pada 14 Januari
tahun lalu telah menyatakan jajaran
Mentakab-Pelabuhan Klang yang me-
libatkan laluan di kawasan Negeri
Sembilan dan pusat pentadbiran
kerajaan Putrajaya akan dipamerkan di
tapak Pemeriksaan Awam untuk
cadangan serta maklum balas awam
bagi tempoh tiga bulan.
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Sedia 50,000 dos vaksin '
untuk SelVax bergerak

SHAH ALAM - Kerajaan Selangor
memperuntukkan 50,000 dos vaksin
sempena Program Vaksin Selangor
(SelVax) secara bergerak di beberapa
kawasan di negeri itu.

Menteri Besar Selangor, Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari berkata, program itu
bermula sepanjang minggu ini.

“Alhamdulillah, sambutan yang di-
terima amat menggalakkan dan akan
diteruskan,” katanya yang memuat naik
status di Facebook beliau pada Rabu.

Menurut Amirudin, beberapa

golongan layak menerima vaksin secara
bergerak bagi memastikan rakyat di
Selangor mencapai imuniti kelompok.

“Antara mereka yang menerima
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manfaat ialah warga emas, mereka yang
masih belum menerima vaksin kerana
tidak mempunyai pengangkutan dan
warga asing,” katanya.

Sebelum ini, Exco Kesihatan Awam,
Perpaduan serta Pembangunan Wanita
dan Keluarga Selangor, Dr Siti Mariah
Mahmud berkata, kerajaan negeri ber-
sedia menambah dos vaksin sekiranya
program berkenaan terus mendapat per-
mintaan.

Beliau berkata, Ahli Dewan
Undangan Negeri (ADUN) dan ahli
Parlimen diminta untuk menjadi tuan
rumah serta menyediakan senarai indi-
vidu yang akan menerima vaksin pada
hari program dilaksanakan.

Selangor
peruntukkan
50,000 dos
vaksin
bergerak di
beberapa
lokasi di
negeri itu.
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120 Seri
Kembangan
roadside
hawkers
receive

temporary
licences

By AIDA AHMAD
aidaahmad@thestar.com.my

A TOTAL of 120 temporary
licences were issued to roadside
hawkers in Taman Puncak Jalil,
Seri Kembangan.

This initiative was carried out
via Subang Jaya City Council’s
MBS] Prihatin programme.

Selangor local government,
public transportation and new
village development committee
chairman Ng Sze Han, who is
also Kinrara assemblyman, said
prior to this, only six out of the
80 stall owners had MBS] trading
licences.

“In considering their plight,
we discovered there were new
traders who had set up shop
after losing their income because
of the movement control order,”
he said

The temporary licences were
issued to those setting up small
food businesses during the
Covid-19 pandemic

“These licences will help
the traders do business in
a safe and structured environ
ment,” added Ng before
visiting the stalls in Jalan PUJ 3,
Taman Puncak Jalil Business
Centre

He urged other hawkers in
Selangor to also apply for tempo
rary licences

Applications can be made
online and approved in a short
time, provided all relevant docu
ments are submitted to the
respective local councils.

Ng said these temporary
licences were to cease last
year, but Selangor government
decided to extend the duration
until December this year

The state government will
study the need to extend it fur
ther, depending on the Covid-19
situation here

“An important criteria is trad
ers have to be fully vaccinated,”
he highlighted

He added that a long-term
solution would involve MBS]
relocating the traders to a suita
ble trading site within the PUJ 3
area

“We hope to accommodate as
many of them as possible,” he
said

Meanwhile, MBS] Licensing
Department director Muhammad
Azli Miswan said there were too
many traders in PUJ 3, therefore
they were allowed to temporari
ly do business at the parking
area

“We will move them to a per
manent location and free up the
parking area eventually,” he
said

Ng said based on Statistics
Department data, unemployment
in Malaysia had increased to
4.8% in the second quarter of
this year, with more than
750,000 people without jobs,
1.4% of whom were in Selangor

He said the state government,
through all 12 local councils, had
issued 8,300 temporary licences
to hawkers since August last
year
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‘Laminated card number
system unhygienic’

By SHEILA SRI PRIYA
sheilasripriya@thestar.com.my

A NEW practice introduced at the
§S2 morning market in Petaling
Jaya, Selangor, has customers hot
and bothered.

Visitors are required to pay RM1
for a laminated card, which bears
a number, to enter the market.

When leaving the market, they
must return the card to get back
their deposit.

Housewife Teresa Lim said the
market management should come
up with a better system to keep
track of people entering and leav-
ing the market.

“The card is usually wet and I do
not feel comfortable holding it.

“l worry it is not sanitised after
each use,” she said.

There are two entrance and exit
points at the market and someone
is on duty at both ends to collect
the money and give out the cards.

Another visitor, Joshua Chen,
echoed Lim’s sentiments and said
there should be a system that did
not require an item changing
hands repeatedly.

$S2 Petaling Jaya Hawkers and
Petty Traders Association chairman
Leng Chin Huat said it was advised
by Petaling Jaya City Council

SS2 morning market customers say
better tracking method must be employed

Visitors are required to pay RM1 to receive a laminated card upon enterin

i (ST SR

surrendered when leaving for their deposit to be returned.

(MBPJ) to implement a system to
keep track of the number of visi-
tors.
“Only 150 customers are allowed
into the market at any one time.
“When we gave out the cards for
free, the public did not return them

to us.

“So we came up with the deposit
system to ensure they return the
cards.

“Each card costs about 80sen.

“The first time, I made 400 cards
and 200 went missing,” said Leng.

g the market, which should be

He added that the Sungai Way
and Section 17 markets also prac-
tised a similar system.

An MBP] spokesperson said trad-
ers should use other methods to
keep tabs on the number of people
entering the market.
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SELAYANG Municipal Council
(MPS) raided a cafe in Desa Aman
Puri, Kepong in Selangor, follow-
ing complaints that unsavoury
activities were taking place there.

MPS Corporate Communications
director Mohamad Zin Masoad, in
a statement, said officers discov-
ered that the cafe’s only entrance
and exit was through the back
door while the front door was
locked.

“The cafe was also found to
have violated council licence con-
ditions and the standard operating
procedure under Phase Two of the
National Recovery Plan,” he elabo-
rated.

He said MPS took action under
its Trade, Business and Industry
Licensing By-law (2007) and Food
Establishment By-law (2007) to
confiscate the cafe’s chairs, tables,
fridge, speakers, television and its
stock of alcoholic drinks.

“Several customers and foreign
workers managed to escape but
seven foreign women were arrest-
ed by Immigration Department.”

The operation headed by MPS
Enforcement Department director
Ahmad Faisal Badiuzaman
involved some 75 personnel from
the council’s Enforcement and
Licensing departments as well as
Immigration Department officers.

MPS also conducted an enforce-
ment operation against illegal

Selayang council takes action
against traders flouting regulations

roadside traders in the area of
Selayang Jaya.

“We took action following com-
plaints that several traders were
obstructing traffic and taking up
parking bays,” said Mohamad Zin.

“Only three traders had valid
MPS permits despite repeated
reminders previously for them to
get a licence.”

He said MPS took action under

the Traders By-law (2007) and con-

MPS enforcement
officers confiscating
equipment
belonging to
unlicensed roadside
traders during an
operation in
Selayang Jaya.

fiscated items belonging to 10 ille-
gal traders.

Mohamad Zin said MPS would
continue to monitor the situation
to ensure traders operated in a
proper manner.
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Residents (from left) Zainal Aznam, Leong and Au Yong at the Sunway SPK Damansara community garden. The
water used for the vegetable beds is from an overland rainwater harvester system built by Leong

Choo and his wife Doris spend time working together at
the community garden

The Sunway SPK

Burhanuddin says more people are taking up
gardening as a way to pass the time.

By GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com my

COMMUNITY gardens play a spe-
cial role in fostering closer ties
among residents

Being able to share the fruits of
their labour with other needy resi
dents as well as agricultural knowl-
edge has helped community gar-
deners foster camaraderie and
develop a sense of purpose. which
has become especially useful dur
ing the Covid-19 pandemic period.

An earthworm farmer by profes
sion, Ting Teck Loong never had
much time for ornamental plants
until the movement control order
kicked in in March 2020 and he had
to put all his work projects on hold.

With time on his hands and anxi
ety of an uncertain future weighing
on his mind, the 46-year-old sought
solace in his monstera deliciosas
and coleus ati atis, the sale of which
now provides him with an alterna
tive source of income

“Eventually | had 5,000 ornamen-
tal garden plants. They took up
every inch of my home garden, and
1 had to park my car outside.
the father of one.

The Taman Putra resident’s
efforts did not go unnoticed.

About two months ago, Ting
received a call from Ampang Jaya
Municipal Council (MPA]) council
lor Chua Yew Chong to help devel
op the ormamental plant secton at
th jau Harmony commu
nity garden in Taman Putta,
Ampang in Selangor

1t would be a nice addition to the
existing vegetable p
dents as well as a p
case the efficacy of Ting’s earth
worm castngs which he used to
fertilise his plants, said Chu

ot only did Ting successfully fill

eral beds with various orna
mental plant species, he also help
the community garden chief Choo
Yew Kee, 74, and his wife Doris Lee.
70, as well as another resident 10
set up water sprinklers and storm
protection systems for their vegeta
bles using PVC pipe frames and
mesh cover

Like Ting, tending to the Teratai
Hijau Harmony community garden
has helped Choo and Lee pass time
productively during the lockdowns.

My husband and I have grown

even closer working in the garden.
Planning for crops has given us a
sense of purpose and kept us
active,” admutted Lee,

“When land-clearing work start

Sowing seeds for

a bou

tiful future

Community gardens helping Malaysians combat
isolation blues and save on grocery costs

Taman Putra have received free J

ables from the 0.2ha L-shap
plot surrounding Taman Putra |
Community Hall throughout the |
MCO.

Free seeds and
mulberry trees

Over at the Sunway SPK
Damansara community garden in
Segambut, Kuala Lumpur, free

ds and plant seedlings are bein
given out to residents to encourage}
cultivation of edible gardens at
home.

Sunway SPK Damansara
Residents Association vice-chair
man Yuan Loh Soon, 69, said that
since the announcement was madg
over the community’s social media
group of 200 followers in June, 10
residents have come forward to

“One of our recipients is nine-
year-old Muhammad Idriz Ahmad

Au Yong's crickets from his farm
Mulberry leaves from the
community garden are used as
feed for the insects, which are in
tumn used as fish feed for the new
tilapia project at the garden.

trees in the community garden’s
hilly terrain and the leaves, in addi
tion to being used by residents for

Ting showing
his ornamental
plants which he
successfully
cultivated at the

community
garden. —
Photos: S.5.
KANESAN,
AZMAN GHANI,
LOW LAY
PHON/The Star

ment estimated to house 750 units,
Burhanuddin said the 35 members
tending to the community garden
were mostly civil servants,

“They still have their jobs, but
many are experiencing work pres.
sure.

“So, they are turning to the thera-
peutic benefits of gardening to
de-stress

“The satisfaction of seeing the
herbs and vegetables one has culti-
vated grow, is something one has to
experience to know how it feels

“The feedback I have from them
is that gardening is like a sport too.
It can be a wholesome family activ
ity." he said

To sustain the garden, members
derive proceeds from the sale of
surplus seedlings, soil and fertiliser
Most of it is sold to the community
at below market prices

“A daily price check with the
Federal Agricultural Marketing
Authority (Fama) is done for spin

Damansara ed in July last year, people said the  Fairoz, who was given some mus- | tea, are used as cricket feed at fel-  ach, bok choy, mustard leaves, let
community programme would never get offthe tard leaf seeds two weeks ago low resident Au Yong Soon Kok's tuce, cherry tomatoes, turmeric,
is hoping to ground.” said Choo Muhammad Idriz's mother Zaral|  farm. torch ginger, pandan, English pars

successfully
cultivate flowers
for the residential
area’s
landscaping
programme
Monitoring the
progress are
Yuan (left) and
retired civil
engineer Leong

Seedlings in hydropots at K4 Precinct 14 Community
Garden in Putrajaya. Visitors are encouraged to take them

home so they can start their own edible garden

Muhammad Idriz trying his hand at growing his own
vegetables at home

A former dumping site for con
struction debris, the place was rid
dled with rocks and concrete
blocks.

Choo said 16 large bins of con
struction debris had to be carted
away.

Now that the beds are lush with
vegetables and ornamental plants,
naysayers are beginning to look at
the garden differently

Though it is a non-profit entity,
visitors can buy fresh vegetables
and plants.

In'a month, the 17 beds can gen
erate up to RM2,500 in sales
Together with funds collected by
members, the money goes towards
sustaining the community garden

We don't take money from
everyone. We use discretion. Senior
citizens and the needy don't have
10 pay,” said Choo.

Aside from Ting, 11 other resi
dents help Choo and Lee with the
community garden

An MPA] project in the LA 21
programme, the two-year-ald com
munity garden has so far received
RM20,000 from Chua's yearly
budget allocation of RM75,000 for
set up, machinery and fertiliser.

Since the first planting of vegeta
bles in July last year. 30 houses in

Mokhlis, 43, had requested the
seeds so that m- would be kept
busy.” said Y

When met, the young lad readily
admitted that his patience was
being tested as the full results
would only be apparent in another|
two weeks, though small sprouts
could be seen in his planter boxes.

Provided the seeds do not end u
being eaten by birds or the sprouts|

et washed away during the rainy
season, Yuan s confident once
Muhammad Idriz can harvest his
own vegetables, the enthusiasm
wall kick in

A good example can be found in
former accountant Howa Oon, 68,
and retired civil engineer Leong
Meng Chow, 66, both active mem:
bers of the Sunway SPK Damansard
community garden project

The i home plots of adies’ fin
gers, taploca leave urry
leaves, \'ullu% and limes were the
result of effort and patience, with
their endeavours starting well
before the MCO.

Leong and Zainal Aznam Mohd
Jelan, 70,  retired Universii Putra
aysia professor of animal nutri
don o putting their knowledge t
use at the community garden

Zainal has planted 130 mulberry

The 60-year-old farmer, who was
exporting his cricket frass to the
international market, said his busi-
ness was affected when the Covid-
19 pandemic resulted in port lock
downs and disruptions in the con-
tainer shipping industry.

Au Yong’s crickets are now being
fed to tilapia fish at the community
garden, The tank is filled with an
overland rainwater harvesting sys
tem built by Leong.

‘The fish project is only three
months old but residents are
already looking forward to harvest
ance the fish are big enough

As for the mulberries, Yuan has
plans to turn them into jam

A place for
wholesome activities

As interstate travel bans continue
to remain in place, more people are
taking up gardening as a way to
pass time, observed Burhanuddin
Mohd Ghazali who is chairman of
KK4 Precinct 14 Community
Garden in Putrajaya.

This community garden is ane of
11 urban farms in the administra-
tive capital under the national
Local Agenda 21 programme.

Located beside a five-block apart

ley, lemongrass and coriander
because these are grown in our
garden. They are sold below the
Fama listed prices.” said
Burhanuddin

Ta encourage more residents to
cultivate edible gardens, members
have come up with a solution
hydropots

“Our hydropots have built-in
water level indicator that tells
when a plant needs watering. Its
good for beginners,” he said, add
ing that hydroponic planting and
fertigation method was widely
practised at the Precinct 14 commu
nity garden

Another reason that should moti
vate more to invest their time in
home edible gardens was the cost
savings factar, noted Burhanuddin

“From feedback, members and
some residents who started as early
as 2018 say they can save as much
as 50% in grocery bills.
cost as much as RM15
a home hydroponic planting system
but bear in mind that one can get
as many as 40 plants from just one
system.

“We have gardeners in our group
who tell us that they no longer
need to buy vegetables daily,” he
said
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SELANGOR @

By JADE CHAN
jade@thestar.com.my

LOCAL councils in Selangor have
been kept busy caring for public
safety and welfare since the Covid-
19 pandemic started.

With people frequenting public
places like markets, cleaning works
and regular sanitisation efforts
have been intensified to ensure
such premises remain safe for trad-
ers and visitors.

“Shah Alam City Council's
(MBSA) Environmental Health
Department carries out weekly
sanitisation exercises at public
markets but efforts are increased i
there are reported Covid-19 cases,”
said MBSA Corporate and Public
Relations head Shahrin Ahmad

“Common areas such as railings
and walkways outside banks and
supermarkets are also sanitised on
a scheduled basis

“If there are requests, the same
team will carry out sanitisation ser-
vices for free at mosques and
surau,” he added.

Over at Subang Jaya City Council
(MBS]), its contractors are instruct-
ed to step up daily cleaning works
at city council-owned assets such
as public markets, food courts and
stalls.

“This includes floors, table sur-
faces, chairs, toilets, prayer rooms
and high-touch surfaces such as
switches and railings,” said MBS]
Corporate and Strategic
Management Department deputy
director Azfarizal Abdul Rashid.

“Disinfection works are done at
markets after operating hours, on a
needs basis,” he said.

Local councils have also been
busy conducting regular enforce-
ment in checking on businesses
compliance with the National
Security Council’s (NSC) standard
operating procedure and council
bylaws as part of efforts to safe-
guard the people against Covid-19.

Such operations are carried out
jointly with the police and other
government agencies including
Domestic Trade and Consumer
Affairs Ministry, Immigration
Department, Home Affairs
Ministry, Occupational Health and
Safety Department and
Construction Industry
Development Bhd.

“MBS] has held 43 joint opera-
tions during the movement control

MBPJ's trucks are used to transport and deliver goods to people in
enhanced MCO areas. One team is seen here loading goods for resi
dents at Gugusan Semarak in Kota Damansara, which was under strict

lockdown from Aug 6 to 19

order this year,” said Azfarizal

“We have issued 172 compound
notices, closed two premises, car-
ried out five rounds of confisca-
tions and held two demolition
exercises for various offences thus
far,” he elaborated.

“Petaling Jaya City Council's
(MBP]) SOP compliance inspections
and enforcement operations are
targeted at commercial areas,
shopping complexes, supermarkets
as well as manufacturing and ser-
vice sectors,” said MBPJ Corporate
Communications officer Ahmad
Iskandar Mohamad Mukhtar.

“Between May and July 2021,
MBP] carried out 13,117 inspec-
tions at business premises, facto-
ries, hawker stalls and recreational
spaces including Bukit Gasing
Educational Forest.

“Based on those inspections,
1,570 enforcement actions were
taken, including issuing com-
pounds for various offences (eight
under the Prevention and Control
of Infectious Diseases Act 1998),
verbal warnings, confiscations and
closure notice:

Iskandar said that while most of
the inspections were done by
MBPJ's enforcement team, there
were also 155 joint operations with
the Petaling Jaya police and other
enforcement agencies.

Food distribution partnerships

Being aware of how some folk in
their administrative areas are
struggling to get by, the local coun-
cils have stepped beyond their cus-
tomary roles.

They are actively distributing
food aid, either through collabora
tions with partners or contribu.

tions from donors to run in-house
campaigns.

“We introduced the ‘Program
Bakul Prihatin MBSA - Rezeki
Kasih' (MBSA Caring Basket
Programme - Sustenance of Love)
early this year,” said Shahrin

“The programme is run in part-
nership with 99 Speedmart super-
market chain.”

He said people could contribute
by purchasing vouchers, priced
between RM10 and RM50, which
covered basic food items and nutri-
tional food for babies.

“The vouchers can be purchased
at any of the 80 99 Speedmart
stores under MBSA's jurisdiction.

“From Feb 8 until Jun
public contributed RM148,240 to
the programme and MBSA distrib-
uted 5,054 food baskets to people in
need,” said Shahrin.

He added: “The programme's tar-
get recipients comprised those
from B40 groups, individuals with
disabilities or have dependants
with disabilities, senior citizens,
those who lost their jobs, single
parents and families with many
dependants (more than five per-
sons).”

On the other hand, MBP] has set
up P] City Food Bank that collects
food donated by private companies
and organisations which is then
sent to senior citizens, welfare
homes and the hardcore poor.

“MBP] ran a Covid-19 assistance
programme last year, channelling
foodstuff to 509 Petaling Jaya resi-
dents who were affected by the
movement control order and the
economic downturn,” said
Iskandar.

“In conjunction with the 15th
anniversary of Petaling Jaya’s city

(Above) MBSA's Environmental Health Department team

sanitising a public market after hours.

(Left) MBPJ Civic Hall near Petaling Jaya New Town opened
its doors as a vaccination centre (PPV) from July 9

Joining forces for public welfare

Local authorities and govt agencies step up to the task in Covid-19 battle

status this year, MBP] continued
extending assistance under its food
bank’s social outreach efforts.

“As of late July, 1,023 hardcore
poor individuals and 21 welfare
homes in the city have received
aid,” he added

Facilitating PICK

In supporting the government’s
drive to get as many people vacci
nated as possible, local councils
have stepped up and played a role
in ensuring the success of the
National Immunisation
Programme (PICK)

Employees of city councils in
Selangor volunteered at Sunway
Pyramid Convention Centre vacci-
nation centre (PPV), which was
also the first large-scale private
PPV under PICK.

There were 40 employees from
MBSA, 16 from MBS] and 10 from
MBPJ

During the two-month stint, the
staff-volunteers helped facilitate
the vaccination process by working
as ushers, counter personnel and
traffic guides.

In addition, several community
halls have been turned into PPV,
such as MBP] Civic Hall near
Petaling Jaya New Town starting
July 9 and MBS] Multipurpose
Hall in Puchong Indah starting July
26,

“The initiative was done through
a strategic collaboration with the
National Covid-19 Immunisation
Task Force (CITF), which oversees
the PPV operations, while MBS]
provided the venue and logistics at
no additional cost,” said Azfarizal.

“MBSJ's personnel are not
involved in volunteering at the

One of the MBSJ
staff volunteers
(left) on duty at the
Sunway Pyramid
Convention Centre
vaccination centre.

MBS] Multipurpose Hall PPV as the
100 non-medical volunteers were
appointed by CITF.”

Similarly, Iskandar said MBP]
provided logistics and services sup-
port for the disabled at MBP] Civic
Hall PPV while CITF supervised
and managed operations.

“To ensure PICK’s success, MBPJ's
PJ City Bus provides free rides,
through designated routes, for
those with vaccination appoint-
ments at the Civic Hall.

“MBP] also provides free transit
van service for the disabled to get
to their vaccination appointments
at selected PPV locations in the
Petaling district,” he added.

Over in Shah Alam, Shahrin said,
“MBSA Hall in Section 19 was
turned into a PPV by the Selangor
Health Department and Petaling
Health Department. MBSA has
been assisting in terms of logistics
and other needs since May.”

In Subang Jaya, MBS]
Multipurpose Hall at 14th Mile
functions as a Covid-19 screening
centre while Laman Puteri 3
Multipurpose Hall in Puchong is
used as a food aid storage centre.

MBP] has also been involved in
offering assistance and manpower
at locations in Petaling Jaya placed
under enhanced MCO since last
year.

The city council provided logisti-
cal support, such as trucks, tents,
tables and chairs needed by the
secretariat, while PJ City Food Bank
contributed food aid to affected
residents and packed meals to
frontliners stationed at enhanced
MCO sites such as Mentari Court
and Damai Apartment in PJS 8 and
Petaling Jaya Old Town back in
July.
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